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OUR MISSION           

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church equips 

God ’s people  o f  

a l l  ages for  

Chr is t ian witness 

and serv ice  

through worship,  

learn ing,  fe l low-

ship and sp ir i tua l  

care.  

 

OUR VISION           

Empowered by 

dynamic and cre-

at ive  l i turg ica l  

Lutheran worship,  

Hosanna Lutheran 

Church wi l l  lead 

Edmonton in 

equipping Chr is-

t ians for  sp ir i tua l  

growth and ser-

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sept.2 15th Sunday after Pentecost 10am Holy Communion 

Sept.9 16th Sunday after Pentecost 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

Sept.16 17th Sunday after Pentecost 9am Service of the Word 
11am Holy Communion 

Sept.23 18th Sunday after Pentecost 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

Sept.30 19th Sunday after Pentecost 9am Holy Communion 

11am Holy Communion 
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A  NOTE  FROM  PASTOR  JAMES 

So what did you do last summer? This is 
the age-old question that we so often 
hear in the fall, when we see people we 
haven’t seen for a while. Sometimes we 
ask more specifically about what people 
did for their summer vacation, some-
times the answers are the same, but not 
always. 

I had an interesting summer, although 
not much of it was actual vacation. I 
spent a week as resource person for 
Family Camp 1 at Camp Kuriakos – it 
was a great week and another reminder 
of how important outdoor ministry is in 
helping to sustain and revitalize our faith 
journey. If you haven’t attended one of 
our outdoor ministry programs, I would 
encourage you do strongly consider do-
ing so. There are programs for all ages 
and programs like family camp are great 
times to enjoy some cross-generational 
time together. During the adult study 
time we focused on some of the para-
bles, while the overall theme for the wor-
ship/program was the church year.  

The other big thing that I was part of 
this summer was the Synod delegation 
to our sister churches in Colombia. It 
was great to be able to spend some time 
with them and see many of the projects 
and ministries they are engaged with. It 
was also good to be able to visit many of 
the places that were only names before. 
Now when someone talks about Bucara-
manga or Paz de Ariporo, I have a place 
and people to connect with them.  

Lest you think the trip was a holiday, I 
can assure you it was no pleasure cruise. 
One of the realities of Colombia is that 
travel takes a very long time, as the 
roads are generally small (2 lanes no 
shoulders) and full of twists, turns and 
elevation changes. There is a maximum 
speed limit of 80kms on these roads, but 
one rarely achieves this speed for very 
long. To give you a sense of how long 
things take the return trip from Bucara-
manga to Bogota is about 400 kms and 
took us 12 hours. This meant lots of ear-
ly mornings and late nights to accommo-
date the travel. As well, we often pulled 
up to the ministry sites just in time (or 

late), with no time to check into the ho-
tel and freshen up first. This simply is 
what it is for Colombia, and people just 
accept this as a reality of life there. 

On the whole the food was quite good. 
We were careful about what we ate and 
drank in order to avoid getting sick, but 
this meant we couldn’t always drink 
some of the local products. We still ate 
very well, Colombia has some great local 
cuisine. The weirdest thing I ate was a 
roasted ant, one of the local specialties. 
Don’t think I will be adding that to my 
diet anytime soon. 

There is much to share about this trip 
and the ministries we encountered there, 
more than I can even begin to share 
here. However, I will be doing an adult 
forum September 16th in which I will pre-
sent more about the trip. 

One of the biggest benefits of the trip is 
that I now have a much better idea 
about how we might work to support 
some of these ministries as we move for-
ward in our new Global Mission work. Be-
cause the Alberta Synod is a Global Mis-
sion companion with Colombia we can 
send our money through the Synod to 
EILCO (the church in Colombia) and eve-
rything is above board and in keeping 
with CRA regulations. We do need to 
work with the Synod and EILCO to make 
sure any project we choose is approved 
by the partners, but this should not be a 
problem. The Synod is working on a Syn-
od wide project that is focused on the 
EILCO schools (there are four of them), 
which is also a possibility for us. There is 
some great work being done there, along 
with some incredible needs, so we should 
be able to find some project(s) that will 
work great for us. 

So that, along with all the things going 
on around the church this summer (VBS, 
renovations, services, administration, 
etc), is how my summer went. Hope 
yours was great also. Looking forward to 
getting our fall programs underway! 

 

Pastor James 
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The lake at Camp Kuriakos 

La Gracia Mission in Bucaramanga 

The group at Monserrate in Bogota 

Pastor James with Bishop Atahualpa  

and his family (at Monserrate) 

IELCO office in Bogota 

The delegation in front of the bus  

we spent many, many hours travelling on. 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA: There and back again, the 
journey to #ThunderCLAY 2018 

While the summer of 2018 brought lots 
of adventures, and some travels none of 
them compare to the youth trip to CLAY 
2018 in Thunder Bay, ON, from August 
11-21.  

The trip began with a sleepover at St. 
Paul’s Ellerslie, Edmonton. There was 
fun, games, food, fellowship, and open-
ing worship with Holy Communion for 
the 54 people who were on the ABT Pre-
CLAY Bus Trip. Hosanna’s team was 
made up of: Jenna, Jabe, Tyra, Amalia, 
Toby, Miriam, Sam, Angel, Helena, 
Krystle and I. After camping out at the 
church the next day we loaded up our 
big beautiful tour bus (complete with 
bathroom, power plugs at every seat, 
and movies) and began our journey. We 
travelled to Moose Jaw, SK, and stopped 
to see the tunnels and learn about the 
Chinese immigrant experience in Cana-
da. Along the way we watched movies, 
played the Giants, Elves, and Wizards 
game, had Timmy’s, and stopped at 
Walmart. The next day we journeyed to 
Winnipeg, where we had brick oven piz-
za for dinner, amazing worship at the 
legislature grounds, a home team meet-
ing in the swimming pool of our hotel – 

which was a first for me  . On the drive 
to Winnipeg we watched many movies, 
but the best one was Mamma Mia based 
off of ABBA songs, where most of the 
bus sang along with great gusto 
(especially the female leaders). The 
next morning before we left Winnipeg 
we had the opportunity to tour the Ca-
nadian Museum for Human Right. This 
museum was a powerful lesson for 
youth and leaders, and raised many 
things for the group to talk about and 
for growth opportunities. Then we en-
joyed lunch at The Forks, including mini 
donuts, before our journey continued to 
the Canadian Mint where we learned 
about the production of coins and the 
global currency market. Maybe it was all 
the mini donuts but the youth were su-
per engaged in asking questions and 
finding out about money, and we all 
learned new things. After our third night 
stop in Dryden, ON, the bus headed to 
Kakabeka Falls where we stopped to 

eat, walk, swim, and worship. What a 
wonderful couple of hours outside to en-
joy the day!  

On Wednesday August 15 we arrived in 
Thunder Bay at Lakehead University and 
we check-in for CLAY 2018. 
#ThunderCLAY was the tagline for the 
SK/MNO Bus trip, but in truth we raised 
a mighty thunder of love and learning 
and listening and speaking when 856 
people gathered for CLAY 2018. There 
was a talented storyweaver, Steve 
Greene, who told us his own story, and 
helped us connect our stories to the 
many we heard over the 4 days at 
CLAY. Steve empowered us to listen, to 
speak truth, to be vulnerable, and to 
care for one another. We heard from 4 
other storytellers, who shared their own 
journeys and struggles with us. Jenny 
who spoke of the death of a parent, Ja-
cob to talked about bullying, Elder in 
Residence Beatrice Twance-Hynes who 
spoke of being an aboriginal woman, 
and Pastor Lindsey who shared the story 
of how their faith and coming out hap-
pened. We participated in storyteam 
times for discussion and debriefing after 
hearing from the presenters. We en-
gaged in the Kairos Blanket Exercise 
with 850 people. We participated in the 
National Youth Project on Homelessness 
and the Homelessness experience. We 
did the story time running activity! We 
went to Lake Superior to hear the sto-
ries of others, including stories from 
Bishops, drug addicts, and aboriginal 
peoples. We participated in a public act 
of reconciliation with our first nations 
brothers and sisters through a commu-
nal worship in a sacred place. We also 
had great food, good rooms, fun at 
dances, and swimming, and walking 
20,000 steps a day. The days began be-
fore 7:30am and ended at midnight.  

By the time Sunday afternoon rolled 
around we had done it all. We made 
new friends. Deepened existing relation-
ships. Tended our stories and the stories 
of others. Wrote reflections. Walked up 
a storm and we were ready to come 
home. We loaded up the bus began the 
8.5 hour journey back to Winnipeg.  
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Most of us slept a significant portion of 
the ride and when we arrive we headed 
our rooms and rested easy back in the 
place were we could pick up our forgot-
ten pillows and swimsuits (left there on 
our way to CLAY). Our last full day to-
gether found us watching movies, play-
ing cards, spending time with new deep 
wonderful friends, and having a beautiful 
closing worship service at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Saskatoon with 
a special organ and flute performance by 
Bishop Larry and the Rev. Dt. Ann Salm-
on. When we finally returned to St. 
Paul’s, 10 days after we had left, we 
were welcomed back by the church sign 
and gathered together for one last pic-

ture before we went our separate ways.  

We went to ThunderCLAY and back 
again. We were changed. Our love for 
one another was deepened. And we 
can’t wait to tell you more about it on 
CLAY Sunday, September 23 at 9 and 
11am. Please join the youth as they 
share their experiences, their learnings, 
and their growth with thanksgiving for 
the support of the many people at Ho-
sanna. Come let us serve you. Let us 
story weave and story tend for you so 
that you might see God as we came to 
see God.  

Pastor Anna  
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HOSANNA YOUTH UPDATE!  

HOSANNA SENIORS! 

Hosanna Youth Committee:  

The will next meet in October for contin-
ued youth planning and fundraising 
preparations. If you have an interest in 
youth ministry, or an idea for a fun 
youth event, please get in touch with 
Pastor Anna or any member of the youth 
committee (Kiristin Veugellers, Krystle 
Plant, Helena Hendricksen) and we 
would be happy to speak with you.  

Confirmation: 

Confirmation classes resume September 
12, 2018. We meet from 6-7:15pm, to 
form an intentional community where we 
will study the Bible, share our time and 
lives with one another, and grow in faith 
together. If you have not been contacted 
and would like to participate in the com-
ing year, please speak with Pastor Anna.  

Hosanna Youth Group:  

Welcome back to fall 2018! We have 
some wonderful opportunities to get to-
gether and live into our faith. Here is 
what is coming up in September and Oc-
tober:  

Saturday, September 22, 7-9 PM: 
Prepare to Lead Worship + Games. Meet 
at the church. Expect to spend some 
time preparing to lead worship the fol-
lowing morning, and some time in fel-
lowship and games! Please RSVP to Pas-

tor Anna or Kirstin Veugelers by Sept 20 
so we have an idea on numbers.  

Sunday, September 23, 9 AM and 11 
AM: Lead Worship Come and help 
lead the Sunday morning worship! All 
youth are encouraged to come share 
their time and talents.  

Sunday, October 7, ~10-11AM: help 
with Thanksgiving soup During the edu-
cation hour youth will help the Sunday 
School to prepare for and to serve the 
annual Thanksgiving soup. 

Saturday, October 13, 6-9 PM: Din-
ner and a Movie Meet at Hosanna to en-
joy dinner, a movie, and some conversa-
tion about the movie. Please bring your 
own beverage to enjoy. Please RSVP to 
Pastor Anna or Krystle Plant by Oct. 11 
so that we can provide the appropriate 
amount of food.  

Saturday, October 27, evening: Es-
cape Room! Come work with a team of 
youth to solve puzzles and try to escape 
from a mysterious scenario – our one 
big-ticket event before Christmas. Stay 
tuned for details! 

Don’t forget about coming to Youth Fo-
rum on Sunday mornings, from 
10:15-11am. We have great leaders, 
wonderful conversation, and an oppor-
tunity to study the Bible and how it im-
pacts our daily lives.  

Hosanna’s Seniors group returns to its 
monthly gatherings beginning Septem-
ber 18, at 1pm, for a potluck and 
games afternoon. Please sign up to bring 
food on the black counter and then bring 
your favorite games. This is a wonderful 
time to reconnect and hear about each 
others summers.  

In October Seniors will have a movie af-
ternoon. Come out to discuss and watch 
The Shack. We will gather at 2pm to 
begin and have popcorn and coffee. 
Please RSVP to Pastor Anna so she can 
plan for food and drinks.  
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Join us for  the 2018-2019 music  making season.   

Choir  rehearsals  start   

Thursday September 13 a t  7 :3 0 p m .  

Hope to see you! Marg Daly   

FINANCE 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 
“Guided by God’s Promises” 

This is the overarching theme for our 
lessons in the Narrative Lectionary this 
year.   

God makes promises to God’s people 
and to all creation and is faithful in 
keeping those promises …even though 
we often struggle to respond faithfully.  
It is these promises that should guide 
our own lives and decisions as we trust 
fully in God.  Faith in the promises of 
God gives us the courage to work and 
speak for justice, to live in hope no mat-
ter the circumstances, and to share the 
good news of Jesus with all people.* 

 

On September 9 we start back at the 
beginning of the Bible with lessons 
which follow the theme “God’s Promises 
Bring Hope”.  

God’s promises bring hope for the fu-
ture.  After the flood, God promises nev-
er to flood the earth, and affirms God’s 
loving relationship with all people.  Call-
ing Abram from his home, God promises 
him a future of descendants through 
which all the world will be blessed.  
God’s continued presence brings Joseph 
hope even as he faces trials of many 
kinds.  Rescuing the Israelites, God 
promises to be their God, a covenant 
which becomes a central theme in the 
Old Testament.  The gift of this cove-
nant and the Ten Commandments pro-
vides the Israelites with guidelines on 
how to love God and love others in ways 
that bring life and hope to all.* 

(*from Living the Word: Teaching God’s 
Story curriculum by Spirit and Truth 
Publishing) 

 

As we begin the year, it is appropriate 
for us to think about God’s promises for 
us and to covenant together to serve 
God in this place and in the world. As 
students and teachers are heading back 
to school, staff, council and committees 
at Hosanna are making plans for the 
year ahead.  May we all be guided by 
God’s promises, knowing that God never 

fails to provide us with what we need.   

 

On Sunday, September 9 we invite all 
those involved with education - stu-
dents, teachers, school workers, etc. - 
to bring your “school gear” (backpack, 
briefcase or other work bag) to church 
for a special “Blessing of the Back-
packs” at the start of the new school 
year. 

 

Sunday 
School 

The first day 
of Sunday 
School this 
fall is Sep-
tember 9th, 
10 to 11 

am.  This program is provided for all 
children from the age of 3 to Grade 6.  
Each week the children gather to sing, 
learn the stories of the Bible, and do 
crafts and activities to enrich the week’s 
lesson.  All ages will be learning togeth-
er this year.  Teaching teams will ensure 
that there are always at least 2 leaders 
with the children to help with the chal-
lenge of a wide range of ages and en-
sure the safety of all. 

 

Our Sunday School lessons follow the 
Narrative Lectionary so the lessons 
learned in class creatively address the 
same readings that we hear in worship 
at an age-appropriate level. Throughout 
the year, special events and 
cross+generational activities augment 
our regular program.  These include 
Prayer Partners events, a Thanksgiving 
celebration, and an Advent/Christmas 
worship program.   

 

Sunday School meets each week in the 
Peace Hall, at the north end of the 
church. Children are welcome to join in 
at any time during the year and we en-
courage kids to bring a friend any time 
they wish! 
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Adult Forum 

Forums will take place in the Social Room on Sunday morn-
ings, between 10:15 and 11:00 am generally on the first 
and third Sundays of the month. This time between ser-
vices is an opportunity look at a variety of topics of interest 

- to learn more about our faith, current issues, committee initiatives, and to pro-
vide us with much food for thought.  Upcoming forum topics will be posted on the 
door of the Social Room.  

 

Lois Flakstad has agreed to coordinate adult forums until Christmas after which 
Barb Ulmer will take over. If you are interested in leading one or have suggestions 
please contact one of them . 

 

September 16: Journey to Columbia – Join Pastor James to learn about his re-
cent trip and our Lutheran partners in Columbia  

September 30: Environmental Stewardship – presented by Stewardship Com-
mittee 

(Since fellowship is also an important part of our faith life together, the second 
and fourth Sundays will normally be kept free to allow people time to mingle and 
to get to know one another better.)  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Beginning September 6 at 
10:00 a.m. in the social 
room, we will be studying 
the readings for the up-
coming Sunday.  Partici-
pants find that this study 
enhances their experience at worship as 
well as encourages them in living faith-
filled lives. Join us weekly or as often as 
you are able – new people are welcome 
any time.  This study has it all; prayer, 
fellowship, open discussion, conversa-
tion (regular visits from Pastor James or 
Pastor Anna to keep us on track!) and 
the opportunity to get to know yourself, 
others, scripture and our Lord better.  

Women’s Study 

This is an opportunity for women of all 
ages to get together once a month in an 
informal setting in people’s homes to 
study the Bible, to get to know each 
other better and to support each other 
in our faith journeys.  We also like to 
eat!  This fall we will begin a new study 
called “Ten Key Teachings from Paul’s 
Letters”.  This study promises to help us 

understand that God is active in each of 
our lives and in our Christian communi-

ties and identifies the life, 
death, and resurrection of 
Jesus as central to our 
identity, providing mean-
ing and hope. 

All women are invited join the group for 
study in the fall.  Our first meeting will 
be at home of Sonja Carmichael (18520 
– 68 Avenue, phone 780-481-6907) on 
Friday, September14 at 7:30 pm. Bring 
your Bible (any translation) and a 
friend!  Newcomers are very welcome to 
join this group any time. 

Libraries 

Just a reminder that Hosanna has two 
libraries for you to make use of.  The 
family library in a quiet classroom off 
the Peace Hall has a great selection of 
children’s books and a few parenting 
books while the library in the Social 
Room contains mostly adult books in-
cluding fiction, devotional and inspira-
tional books, resource books, reference, 
etc.  Both libraries operate on the  
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honour system. so please return materi-
als promptly in order that others may 
have a chance to use them as well.  
Come check them out!   
 

Vacation Bible 
School 2018 

“BABYLON:  
Daniel’s Cour-
age in Captiv-
ity” 

If you were in 
the church build-

ing during the week of VBS, you would 
have thought you had travelled back in 
time to Babylon in Old Testament times! 
Kicking off the week with an event for all 
ages, the congregation, our friends from 
Jesus Reigns Forever International Min-
istries, and others from the community 
got into the mood for learning about 
some of the stories of Daniel and his re-
lationship with God.  “Shops” manned 
by costumed shopkeepers, with crafts, 
games and wonderful Middle Eastern 
style food set the atmosphere and rein-
forced the theme. 
 

Throughout the week, the children visit-
ed Daniel in his palace room where he 
taught them about how God is with us 

always – when things change, when we 
need help, when we are afraid, when we 
are lonely and when we are thankful. 
And we can’t forget our “Celebration” 
time where the kids had fun singing, 
dancing and moving to upbeat music – 
helped along by the JRFIM band and 
dancers. 
 

Throughout the week, the children 
learned about and contributed to CLW-
R’s seed project for refugee families. 
 

A huge “thank you” to everyone who 
helped out before, after and during the 
week with planning, preparation and 
clean-up..  Special  thanks to Miriam 
who led the celebration time and to Carl, 
Erik and all those who played characters 
in the dramas or acted as shopkeepers 
who made Babylon come to life! 
 

Hosanna’s VBS is blessed by the support 
of the whole congregation.  The relation-
ships that are built as all ages work to-
gether to make props and food and 
crafts, practice dramas, sing songs (with 
sometimes silly actions!), play games 
leave us all with memories of a welcom-
ing community of faith that will last far 
beyond the week of VBS! 

Many thanks to our volunteers, (and sincere apologies to those I  
may have missed – it’s really hard to keep track of everyone!)  Big or 

small, each person’s contribution is important to making VBS run smoothly. 

Carl Betke  

Jabe & Jayce Bilodeau 

Pat Bowman 

Lorelei Campbell 

Carol Chrapko 

Monika & Hayley Edwards 

Emily & Brandon Glawe 

Connie Halliwell 

Erik & Tyra Heise 

Beth, Pastor James & Hel-
ena Hendricksen 

Angel Harris 

Tom & Dianne Kieren 

Gerry Landro 

Connie Litzenberger 

Wally Marquardt 

Rebecca, Christopher & 
Kirsten Moore 

Don Newsom 

Pat Peterson  

Toby Robinson 

Terry Rogers 

Cam Terry 

Chris Terry 

Miriam Veugelers 

Colleen & Mark Vogel 

and lots from  JRFIM! 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Put Your Backs into Backpacks and 
Breakfasts 

 

Hosanna again is 
holding a Back-
packs and 
Breakfast Sun-
day in early 
September. We 

need new and gently used backpacks 
and other school supplies – binders, 
pens, coloured pencil  

crayons etc. – to deliver to our neigh-
bours at Jasper Place High School. 
(Students are using less foolscap paper 
and the program currently has a good 
paper supply.)  
 

We will also accept suitable non-
perishable snacks and breakfast items 
for distribution through the school’s 
Breakfast Club. These items, such as 
granola bars and other supplies, help fill 
a gap for needy students (up to 50 a day 
benefit from the free Breakfast Club). 
Fruit juices are popular. JP prefers larger 
(900 ml - 1 litre) tetra packs over indi-
vidualized (200 ml) tetra packs. The 
juice is poured into glasses and this im-
proves environmental stewardship by 

reducing the number of discarded pack-
ages and straws.  
  

Monetary donations are also wel-
comed to buy gift cards that let the 
Breakfast Club buy food items as need-
ed. Donation can be included with your 
regular offering – please mark envelope  

“JP Breakfast Club” or in special enve-
lopes that will be provided. Include your 
name and address to have the donation 
recognized on your Hosanna tax receipt. 
We are unable to provide receipts for in-
kind donations. 
  

Place your donations on the table in the 
Narthex. 
 

Questions – please contact Nordahl Flak-
stad (780-444-9199) or other members 
of the Social Justice Committee. 

HOSANNA QUILTERS 

Welcome back Hosanna Quilters on Wednesday, September 12th, 2018 

from 9:30 to 1:30 pm in the Peace Hall. Please remember to bring a bag 

lunch. Coffee and tea will be provided. 

 

Any newcomers are also very welcome to join. No experience is neces-

sary. There is something for everyone to enjoy! Please see Karen Moore 

or Vi Bowdige if you have any questions. 
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COMMUNITY MEALS 

HOSANNA'S COMMUNITY MEAL 

PROGRAM curren t ly  prov ides  a 

hot meal five times a year, and is 

open to anyone who might benefit 

from a nutritious meal. The CM 

committee is always happy to have 

so many other volunteers join them 

to work together - cooking, serving, 

cleaning up. Thank you, thank you, 

for another great year and the con-

tinued generous support of so 

many. 

 

The next meal is on Saturday, 

September 22, served from 12 

to 1 pm, and the sign up sheet 

for volunteers is out on the 

black counter, for both Friday 

set up and preparations and 

Saturday.  The sign up sheet 

has additional details and times 

for each area where help is 

needed, but if anyone has more 

questions, please talk to any 

one of the committee members 

(below).  

 

Along with the meal, we offer toi-

letries and give out door prizes.  

Please leave any donations in the 

bins in the mailbox area.  

 - toiletries, especially tooth-

brushes  and toothpaste (kids and 

adults) 

 - door prize items, especially 

for children and men  

-some ideas for men: decks of 

cards, crib board, a box of nice 

cookies, salty snacks like a can of 

nuts, pretzels, shaving cream, ra-

zors, full size other toiletries like 

Axe body wash, lip balm, etc. 

-some ideas for kids: crafts, color-

ing books, stickers, Matchbox cars, 

Nerf balls, little dolls, "healthy" fun 

snacks like fish crackers, fruit gum-

mies, lip balm, etc. 

SHOPPING f o r  the  food  is  a  b ig  

part of Hosanna's Community Meals 

ministry, and the committee is 

seeking an additional volunteer (or 

2 or 3) to help in this way. Meals 

are offered 5 times a year, which 

means shopping needs to be done 

before each meal. The food is 

dropped off at the church and put 

into the fridge, freezer or cup-

boards, as required. Receipts are 

submitted for reimbursement (or 

advance payment can be arranged 

if needed.)  

 

Over the years, the CM committee 

has settled on menus that are rela-

tively simple to prepare and easy to 

serve, which provide a nutritious 

and tasty meal within our budget.  

At our meetings, meals and menus 

are discussed, so shoppers might 

wish to sit in on these.  If you have 

already been involved as a meal 

volunteer, or if you are looking for 

a way to serve, please consider be-

coming our shopper.   

 

Community Meals - which began in 

2005 as a way in which Hosanna 

might reach out and serve people in 

our neighbourhood -  has continued 

to flourish, and we look forward to 

another year of service.  

 

CM COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  

Johanna Borle, Rodina Couling, 

Ruth Guse, Kari Heise, Rick Hern-

der, Karen Moore, Sherry Suvanto. 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

September 2018 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

 

Dear Beloved of God –  

Immediately following the June 14-16, 2018 

Synod Convention, the Synod of Alberta and 

the Territories was pleased to host a Global 

Consultation which included Companion 

Synod partners: The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Colombia (IELCO), the South Car-

olina ELCA Synod, the SE Minnesota ELCA 

Synod, ELCA Global Mission staff and the 

Synod of Alberta and the Territories.  

Bishop Atahualpa Hernandez from IELCO 

had requested the Consultation in order to 

further our conversation and deepen our ex-

pression of communion following the No-

vember 2016 International Consultation 

held in Peru.  

As we gathered, the consultation partici-

pants often referred to the Emmaus story of 

the disciples walking together and Jesus 

coming among them. The global mission’s 

accompaniment model is one of walking to-

gether in solidarity, side by side, practicing 

interdependence and mutuality, in service 

to God’s mission. The values of the accom-

paniment model are interconnected, and in-

clude mutuality, inclusivity, sustainability, 

vulnerability and empowerment. The core 

purpose of these relationships, this accom-

paniment, is God’s mission.  

The devotions one morning focused on Rev-

elation 7:9-12, “After this I looked, and 

there was a great multitude that no one 

could count, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, 

robed in white, with palm branches in their 

hands” (vs. 9).  

“Here,” shared the devotion leader, “here in 

this text from Revelation we see God’s 

dream of one global congregation. Gathered 

are the Colombians, those from the United 

States and Alberta. One global congregation 

speaking a multitude of languages. One 

global congregation standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb. Here we see 

God’s vision. Here we see God’s dream of 

one global congregation.”  

I experienced this one global congregation 

when together with Tricia (Ariza) Hoeppner 

from Ascension, Edmonton we facilitated 

our Synod Delegation’s journey to Colombia 

July 26-August 7. Our journey, primarily to 

the rural congregations and ministries of 

IELCO outside of Bogota, was life-

transforming as together we learned of the 

vast and important ministries: seniors, dis-

placed, marginalized, children through visits 

to three of the four IELCO schools, single 

mothers, deaf children and youth, after 

school meals and homework assistance, 

various congregational ministries…and most 

importantly, the significance of relation-

ships…meeting with the leadership of the 

Lutheran World Federation’s World Services 

office, meeting most of the pastors of IEL-

CO, worship, generous hospitality…one 

global congregation.  
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Personally, I was refreshed through the 

journey and the relationship within the del-

egation, and the conversations with many 

friends previously met in Colombia…dear 

dear friends. And refreshed in the values of 

family and relationships, faith and hospital-

ity.  

Global relationships are complex, and they 

require time and attention to sustain, but 

how life-giving as together we live into 

God’s one global congregation dream.  

In Christ Jesus –  

Shalom,  

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

“The God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spir-

it.” (Romans 15:13)  

Bishop Atahualpa and I in deep 

conversation…again.  

Cathy and me with several of the  

graduating Grade 11 students and with several  

of the Grade 2 students – the Lutheran School  

at Sogamoso, Colombia.  



16 

 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who 
have been 
ill, at home 
or in hos-

pital, and have asked for our 
public prayers:  Marvin Seifert, 
Emily Stebner, Erven Rendflesh, 
Doreen Cook, Dale Grinde, Derek 
Richards, Irene Erickson, Shirley 
Querengesser, Margot Koeppen, 
Kathryn, the Peterson Family, Dar-
lene Anderson, Trish Duncalfe, 
James Sloan, Chelsea Sloan, Val 
Moore, Don Genereux, Ron Carmi-
chael, Caroline Beck, Frankie De-
nine, Lynn Kitchen 

SEPTEMBER BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 

To request 
confiden-
tial prayer 
for yourself 
or for oth-
ers, contact 
our Prayer 
Chain Lead-

er: Del Bennett at 780-487-
4062. If you are interested 
in being a part of the Prayer 
Chain, or finding out more 
about it, contact Del. 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  

01 Marilyn Bella 

04 Sonja Carmichael 

05 Marlene Tonhauser 

08 Allan McGurran 

09 Christine Birkenhagen  

10 Marlene Grinde 

13 Natalie Mount 

16 Eric Lange 

18 Hayley Edwards 

19 Jenna Engman 

20 Darlene Pohl 

21 Wyatt Kolodzinski 

22 Brendan Piercey 

23 Lori Daubert 

24 James Degaust 

25 Marg Miller 

25 Belle Zytaruk 

26 Jessica Morra 

28 William Degaust 

28 Florence Schuman 

29 Marion Smale 

30 Lois Flakstad  
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ALUMNI WEEKEND –  September  15 -16  
A spec ia l  weekend is  p lanned for  our A lumni,  the backbone of  our 
camp, who work a longs ide and encourage us in summer program-
ming. We hope our A lumni f rom past  years  wi l l  jo in us for  a 
weekend of  act iv i t ies ,  remin isc ing and fun!   For  more informat ion 
and to  regis ter  contact  programs@mulhurstcamp.ca  
  
PIONEER DAY -  September  20th   
Yee Hah! Put  on your jeans and hat  and he lp ce lebrate P ioneer 
Day Western sty le!   As usual  we wi l l  begin at  10 am with cof fee 
and fe l lowship,  a devot ion and some country s ing ing.  A hot  lunch 
wi l l  h i t  the spot  and then enjoy fe l lowship and the v iew from the 
deck.  Games and a r ide to  the farm may a lso be on the agenda. 
Come see for  yourse lves.  Coffee and goodbyes at  about 4:00 pm 
wi l l  round out  the day.  We'd love to  see you!  
  
MEN ’S RETREAT –  October  5 -7  
A t ime for  men to have a weekend to themselves. We wi l l  be of-
fer ing workshops and act iv i t ies  at  an easy go ing pace.  More de-
ta i ls  to  come.  
  
WOMEN ’S RETREAT –  October  19 -21  
A weekend of  re laxat ion,  a t ime to bond with other women, a 
t ime to t ry some act iv i t ies ,  a l l  at  your own pace.  S it  back and en-
joy a weekend in the fa l l  season at the lake.  Watch for  more de-
ta i ls .  
  
CONFIRMATION RETREAT -  October  27th -28th  
Our 2-day weekend retreat  is  a chance for  conf irmands to  part ic i-
pate in the ir  conf irmat ion c lasses in an outdoor sett ing with 
games, act iv i t ies  and much more. Come for  a chance to  exper i-
ence fa i th in  a new, fun and exc it ing way! For more informat ion 
and to  regis ter  contact  programs@mulhurstcamp.ca  

mailto:programs@mulhurstcamp.ca
mailto:programs@mulhurstcamp.ca


18 

COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happen-

ing at Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the e-bulletin Hosanna 

Happenings that  goes  ou t  each  Thursday, a long  w i th  a  l i s t ing  o f  

the volunteers serving in the worship services on the coming Sunday. If 

you would like to join the distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

Please check your mai lbox 

frequently to  stay current  

on a l l  things Hosanna.   

Have you considered s igning 

up for  E -news? Get the  

monthly newsletter  del iv-

ered d irect ly  to  your  inbox—

no paper ,  no waste!   

LET ’S THINK GREEN.   

Cal l  the  of f ice  today!  

 

 

St. Luke’s 

Church Picnic, 

circa 1971.  

Do you recognize 

anyone? Contact 

the church office. 

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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World Suic ide Prevent ion Day is  

observed on September 10 each 

year to promote wor ldwide ac-

t ion to  prevent su ic ides.  Var ious 

events  and act iv i t ies  are he ld 

dur ing th is  occas ion to  ra ise 

awareness that  su ic ide is  a ma-

jor  preventable  cause of  prema-

ture death.   Informat ion and re-

sources to  promote understand-

ing about su ic ide and h ighl ight  

e f fect ive prevent ion and avai la-

b le  at  https:// iasp. info/wspd .  

 

 

Resources  on Faith  Communi-
t ies  and Suic ide Prevent ion:  
Suic ide Prevention Resource 
Center  (SPRC)  

 

Faith communit ies  are a natura l  
sett ing for  su ic ide prevent ion.  
Spir i tua l  be l ie fs  and pract ices 
tend to  he lp people  exper ience 
greater  hope and meaning in 
the ir  l ives.  Fa ith communit ies  
can a lso provide opportunit ies  
for  deve loping pos it ive re lat ion-
sh ips with others and can be an 
important  source of  support  dur-
ing d i f f icu lt  t imes.   They can of-
fer  counse l ing and other support  
as people  with menta l  health 

problems, inc lud ing su ic ide r isk,  
o f ten turn to fa i th community 
leaders  for  he lp.  

 

How Faith  Communit ies  Can 
Take Act ion   
The best  way to  prevent su ic ide 
is  to  use a  comprehens ive ap-
proach  that  inc ludes these key 
components:    

Promote emot ional  we l l -being 
and  connectedness  among mem-
bers of  your fa i th community.  

Ident i fy  people  who may be at 
r isk for  su ic ide and ass is t  them 
in gett ing he lp  

Be prepared to  respond  to  a su i-
c ide death and provide support  
to  the surv ivors   

For a wide var iety o f  resources,  
art ic les ,  books and v ideos,  v is-
i t  the Suic ide Prevent ion Re-
source Center.  

World Suicide Prevention Day 

Resources on Faith Communities and Suicide Prevention 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrN8HKVnJaIKWgq0YCQu8fYxWUg7mN-ZopqA_9iXPP2Cobkic32Ci7XarEiM4if3mMpN3nqTEY8pKyvsJKLnrJ8W585vX2WJn8esMUpF_QBlJWkZXZWZ7hvziwYuDHVvw_SifD7wHp2wJQZGeKWEfFzR_qxjuzgsa16&c=K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrN8HKVnJaIKWgq0YCQu8fYxWUg7mN-ZopqA_9iXPP2Cobkic32Ci7XarEiM4if3mMpN3nqTEY8pKyvsJKLnrJ8W585vX2WJn8esMUpF_QBlJWkZXZWZ7hvziwYuDHVvw_SifD7wHp2wJQZGeKWEfFzR_qxjuzgsa16&c=K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNjZMEcETN_dT3dOrIuUKebCWJF96FPUfuXRKDNym8Su1AMvm32ycuztNF0gUabtn3EGjC3HXh3ugn1NmjK06VBcpKCqWb4dOcGAI5EX__rCkbuUdeqIZzo1bwA8xjZT38EaaqdD0EVoJ1U3flt6kv9yxlZJ0rg2YP&c=K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNW_bIuZNtoFflUU--NwaX39-K_SP_BXREMCRXXIhYwaExHC2TsAeXaO2r5rOUqm4Bqo3MgHHTa6SHL-avF7o9tIkFhsgr1tdLFAG6xMa0JDTNlL5leFDkWNk2qQqPdF71_0l7ifytMk0W_NfeJmvesMmqXVpQkuVu&c=K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNRXoV1EbyTntELSu3cFeYA031ZmfEPO_Pqn7LX8-d4s7AD7vK5W_KSuHyqowGd3iNlHAjp-ANhVn0PV2J1ajZy8UkeubDO8UROalEiPlVg6arFm8Flu6nXT0C4JgDhNMs2UtcPqd0pKueJ7sff7tG2g==&c=Kaf84lCo1
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNYll4A-NzvI4NatG_gGKd1y3vF6winf4hDLLA0PUM0h9BT7RAHY6ByATBCOLRo3Rb6W5smmrUm3GHxMMU2E2n9CXlMGcKos_bpdV6a5ABiX4wr6q2dFKHOcQw6j73n8KyJ5LnS9AyoH0=&c=Kaf84lCo1SoFza8KVA6Gq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNYll4A-NzvI4NatG_gGKd1y3vF6winf4hDLLA0PUM0h9BT7RAHY6ByATBCOLRo3Rb6W5smmrUm3GHxMMU2E2n9CXlMGcKos_bpdV6a5ABiX4wr6q2dFKHOcQw6j73n8KyJ5LnS9AyoH0=&c=Kaf84lCo1SoFza8KVA6Gq
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From Coffee Peasant to Canadian 

citizen: My father’s story 

To understand the present one must un-

derstand the past. Life in Canada is still 

surreal, if it wasn’t for my dad’s bravery 

I would not be living here, I would prob-

ably be working illegally in Europe send-

ing money back home and praying that 

my mom and my sister are not facing 

hardship. This article serves two goals, 

one is to show the trials and tribulations 

of my dad and just why my personal 

journey to Canada could not have oc-

curred without him; the second goal is 

to show my thanks to my dad Luis Car-

dona, for facing inhuman pain and suf-

fering just to protect his family.   

My father was born on December 22, 

1960 to Manuel Salvador Cardona and 

Lilia Henao, much of his early life was 

spent living in farms some of which my 

grandfather eventually bought. My dad 

and his nine siblings had a tranquil 

childhood, however, the civil war forced 

my grandfather to always be armed and 

with his family from the civil war 

through tunnels and trenches dug up by 

him. 

At age 18, my father heard the calling of 

priesthood and joined the Seminary to 

become a Catholic priest, however, this 

would not last long, and as he quickly 

realized that he was not cut out for 

priesthood. In 1981 he had his first 

taste of the new war, as a security 

guard on a gas station in the Uraba Gulf 

he interacted with guerrilla fighters and 

American mercenaries looking for petrol. 

After his stint in the Uraba Gulf, he de-

cided that he needed to go to the safe 

and rich city of Pereira, in Pereira he be-

gan a successful career as a salesman 

for an office supply store, and it was at 

this store where he would meet my 

mother.  

As a salesman, my dad did extremely 

well and his ambition turned north to 

the United States, however, he was ad-

vised against this by his boss and he re-

mained in Pereira. The late 1980s and 

early 90s were a time of boom, the 

“coffee bonanza” was raising everyone’s 

fortunes and my dad felt no need to 

leave the city, it was in this bonanza 

where he made two fateful decisions: 1. 

He opened “Papeleria Ideal” his own of-

fice-supply store. 2. He joined the Co-

lombian Liberal Party. The bonanza 

helped my father reach new levels of 

wealth, the amount of money that the 

family was amassing let him travel 

across the country to sell his product, 

and eventually open a second location of 

the “Papeleria Ideal”.  

Yet not everyone was optimistic during 

the bonanza, my grandfather told my 

dad in 1993 “mijo this won’t last, and I 

hope everyone’s saving up, because 

soon the cows will be thin and the coffee 

will drop in price”, these words would 

come to be prophetic.  

The next 6 years were painful: By 1995 

my grandfather was dead, the business-

es were still doing well for my father but 

guerrillas had begun to ask for protec-

tion money; in 1996 my father ran for 

office for the first time but he lost the 

election, soon after the election a theft 

was discovered in the second location of 

his business; 1997 the business was fal-

tering and my father was getting threat-

ened by drug cartels; 1998 “Papeleria 

ideal” shuts down and my uncle is 

wounded in battle against the guerrillas, 

the government now held less than half 

of the national territory. 

1999 was the year that hell itself came 

to Colombia, a massive earthquake in 

ANDRES CARDONA, SUMMER INTERN 
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the “Eje Cafetero” region where Pereira 

is, the earthquake left at least 1900 

dead with thousands more in the after-

math, thousands more were left home-

less, at the same time guerrilla and par-

amilitaries conducted mass kidnappings 

all across the country, car bombs ex-

ploded in every major city. Food was 

scarce in the aftermath, as a boy I re-

member seeing dead bodies everywhere 

we walked and seeing entire streets 

turned upside down; in the midst of the 

chaos I heard my dad cry and say “this 

is hell itself my son, I wonder where 

God has gone”, as aid from around the 

world came, everyone tried to resume 

their lives, all left wondering if there 

was any hope left.  

From that earthquake in January 1999 

my father did whatever it took to sur-

vive, in his mind, the war was lost and 

the city was too dangerous to raise a 

family, so he took the only step he felt 

could solve his problem: go to the Unit-

ed States and seek asylum. In 2001, my 

father left for the United States, where 

he would spend 

three years try-

ing to get politi-

cal asylum, 

while also work-

ing illegally to 

support his fam-

ily and his 

brothers and 

sisters; when 

his mom died in 

2003, my father 

was not able to 

go to her funer-

al, he was evad-

ing immigration 

police and was 

paying off the 

assassins that were after his family.  

 

In 2004, my father was informed by his 

lawyer that he was going to lose his im-

migration case and would be deported, 

lost and out of options; my father gam-

bled and took a bus north to Buffalo and 

Toronto. There he spent three months 

sleeping at a homeless shelter and 

working with a work permit while he ar-

gued his case in front of a Canadian im-

migration court; the judge decided to 

give my dad political asylum and he im-

mediately enrolled in the Family Reunifi-

cation Program offered at the time by 

the government of Canada. 

Three years later in September 14, 

2007, my mom, my sister and I, were 

reunited with my dad. It was the first 

time since 1997 that the family was to-

gether without a war nor a natural dis-

aster, nor an economic collapse. Three 

years later in a cold January morning in 

2010, my father and I became Canadian 

citizens. 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 CALENDAR 



25 

SEPTEMBER 2018 VOLUNTEER CHART 
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